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For generations, Yonkers has been home to 
hundreds of professional and amateur artists, 
musicians,  and performers.  This includes 

such stars at Grammy winner Mary J. Blige, photographer Rudolf Eickemeyer, the 
“Father of the Blues” W. C. Handy,  Pulitzer Prize winning composer Kevin Puts, a 
muralist Richard Haas.   The eighth annual Yonkers Artist Showcase will put a 
spotlight on a new generation of rising stars from Yonkers.  This exhibition will run 
from April 9th to May 27th at the Yonkers Riverfront Gallery.  More on page 9.

Art Galleries, Live Music, Theatre & More

Yonkers Arts Weekend is a celebration of the 
thriving and diverse arts community in the 
City of Yonkers. On Saturday, May 14th and 
Sunday, May 15th, more than 300 local, 
regional and international artists, artisans, 
painters, fashion designers, photographers, 
sculptors, craftsmen, musicians, �lmmakers, 
new media specialists, and other artists will 
converge on Yonkers to showcase their work 
at Yonkers Arts Weekend.  More on page 6.

Yonkers Arts Weekend
May 14 & 15
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This special edition of The Buzz showcases many of 
wonderful art destinations in Downtown Yonkers.  We 
currently host �ve premiere art galleries, each with a new 
exhibition for the spring.  Live music venues range from 
rock at the Yonkers Brewing Co., to world-class Jazz 
overlooking the majestic Hudson River.  Downtown 
Yonkers is also now home to live theater, art history, �lm 
festivals, murals, environmental exhibitions,  and so 
much more that we want to share with people 
throughout the region.  Look inside, �nd your favorites 
and make your plans to visit the new Downtown Yonkers.
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Nicholas David, �nalist on NBC’s 
The Voice will perform at Friday 
Night Jazz this summer

Yonkers Artist Showcase
p.5-7
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 A Message From the BID’s Executive Director

rt, in its many forms, is the cornerstone 
of any vibrant  new community.  Due 
to a long-term and holistic 

commitment to the arts, Downtown Yonkers has 
incorporated this culture and is now becoming a 
beacon for a diverse set of artists, art galleries,  
and those who love art.  

It all started over a decade ago, before the new 
developments were rising on the waterfront and 
the Saw Mill River Daylighting Project turned a 
parking lot into a breathtaking urban park. It was 
at this time that The Blue Door Art Gallery �rst 
opened.  The Blue Door was a true grassroots art 
space, featuring amazing local and regional 
artists.  Over the years, they have grown into a 
comprehensive art center, with live music, 
poetry, workshops, and cinema.  See page 5 for 
more information on their upcoming exhibitions 
and programs. 

Over the past several years, the art scene in 
Downtown Yonkers has exploded.   Diverse 
groups, including the growing local population 
of artists, Mayor Mike Spano’s administration, 
the Yonkers Downtown BID, and creative 
entrepreneurs have all worked together to help 
develop a variety of art programs and spaces.

Three years ago, the City of Yonkers launched 
“Yonkers Arts Weekend”, which showcased 
artists and galleries throughout the city.   This 
year it will be held on May 14th & 15th with 
activities at the YoHo Artists Studios, the Hudson 
River Museum, Untermyer Gardens, and multiple 
sites in Downtown Yonkers.  Previous years have 
brought world-class popup galleries, murals, 
music, a fun run, and so much more.  For more 
information on Yonkers Arts Weekend, go to 
page 6 or visit facebook.com/YonkersArts.

Visual Arts
Two years ago, Downtown Yonkers was 
honored to welcome Urban Studio Unbound to 
our community.  US+U is a collective of artists 
most of whom are alumni from the Fine Arts 
Department at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. US+U’s strength of purpose is to 
combine emerging and mid-career artists in a 
partnership to embrace a wide range of artistic 
approaches. This unique relationship creates a 
community of people who learn from each 
other through shared ideas and common goals.
US+U was founded on the understanding that 
the art world has rapidly changed from the 
traditional role of museums and galleries to self 
created venues and community based 
opportunities. More information on page 7.

Over the past year,  the Yonkers Riverfront 
Gallery has undergone a re-birth, with a new 
curator and a series of imaginative and 
professional exhibitions.  The current exhibit 
“Finding Form” features three of the regions 
most promising new artists, each utilizing a 
di�erent medium to showcase their vision.  
More on page 10.

Music
Perhaps nothing brings more passion to a 
person’s heart than music.  In Downtown 
Yonkers, there is a growing music scene for a 
variety of tastes.  This summer the critically 
acclaimed Friday Night Jazz. Blues & More on 
the Waterfront series will be back in June, July, & 
August.  Presented by The BID and Domino 
Sugar, hundreds of music lovers gather every 
Friday Night to hear a superb collection of 
musicians perform on the beautiful Hudson 
River.  With the sunset over the Palisades during 
the show, there is nothing more breathtaking.  
Get a sneak preview of the lineup on page 8.

If you’re in the mood for something a little more 
“refreshing”, head over to the Yonkers Brewing 
Co. for their live music Thursdays.   Enjoy a cold 
craft beer (brewed on the premises) and enjoy a 
great free show.   More on page 11.

If you have kids and can’t make it to the Brewery 
don’t worry.  The Downtown BID’s Children’s 
Riverwalk Series is now every Saturday this 
summer.  This FREE series features fantastic kids 
music performers, animals show, interactive 
science demonstrations, and dance parties.  
More information at YonkersDowntown.com.

Theatre
While in the mist of the Downtown Yonkers 
Renaissance, local �lmmakers Dave Steck and 
Patty Schumann decided to create a world 
class �lm festival right in our backyard.  Four 
years later, the YoFiFest has become an award 
winning �lm festival, attracting a new 
generation of �lm lovers to our waterfront.  
Simply put, The YoFiFest celebrates moving 
pictures, the people who make them and the 
people who watch them. They present all 
types of work, including feature �lms, short 
�lms, documentaries, animation, music videos 
and student work. Their always popular "mini 
�lm school" will be back, with lectures, 
workshops and panel discussions hosted by 
top �lm and television industry professionals.  
The 4th Annual YoFiFest will be held August 
20th-23rd in Downtown Yonkers.  Want to 
participate, see page 7 for more information.

If live theater is more your thing, you’ll be 
interested to know the Yonkers Downtown BID 
is planning a free, live outdoor theater series 
this summer.  Visit yonkersdowntown.com for 
the upcoming details.

Perhaps you or your children want to be in a 
wonderful theater performances.  Youth 
Theatre Interactions (YTI) provides a range of 
structured dance, theatre, and music classes 
for young people in the culturally diverse 
population of Yonkers. Classes are conducted 
in a supportive environment and taught by 
experienced instructors.   More on page 10.

There is so much more that we dedicated an 
entire newsletter to the art scene in 
Downtown Yonkers.  Enjoy reading our light 
installations, local artists, and the unique art  
and landscapes that nature has created for us 
along our rivers and in our parks.

Daniel Lipka
Executive Director
Yonkers Downtown BID

A

WCA Yonkers held its annual Spirit 
of a Woman Awards Dinner on 
Thursday, March 10 at the 

Fairways at Dunwoodie.  This celebrated 
event, held during Women’s History Month, 
honors accomplished females for their 
important contributions to our local 
community.  This year’s event theme was 
#OnAMission, to showcase YWCA’s new, 
nationwide branding message, as well as the 
depth, breadth and reach of YWCA Yonkers’ 
wide-ranging and important work.  

follow us
@YonkersDowntown

and Like us on Facebook
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Youth Theatre Interactions, Inc. (YTI) has just entered its 43rd 
year serving the youth of the City of Yonkers.  Incorporated as a 
non-pro�t in 1973 as a response to the need for a safe 
afterschool environment, YTI has continued to grow to meet 
the needs of the youth of Yonkers and lower Westchester.  
Currently, YTI o�ers performing arts classes in step dance, 
ballet, West African dance, tap dance, theatre jazz, Latin dance, 
Hip Hop dance, drama, vocal, keyboard, and steel pan band.

“The great thing about YTI is how much our instructors care 
about us.  It’s so awesome that we have teachers that have 
danced on Broadway or with a national ballet or have degrees 
in music or have started their own performance companies.  
That means they really know exactly what they’re doing and 
we’re getting great training here”, states YTI student Sydnie 
Heslop (age 16).  “This is where all my friends are”, continues 
Sydnie.  “It’s where I come to just be myself”.

The students at YTI are looking forward to their annual recital 
taking place on Sunday, June 12.  “The students work all year for 
this”, says Executive/Artistic Director, Donise Lyons.  “It’s an 
action �lled show with dancing, singing, and music. Every year 
we have a packed house because the students give it their all, 
and it shows”.

YTI will also host a Spring Break Camp from March 21–25 and is 
gearing up for their summer semester which runs from July 5 – 
August 13.

For more information on Youth Theatre Interactions, Inc, visit 
www.ytiYonkers.org or stop by their studio located at 92 Main 
Street in downtown Yonkers.

An informal, social monthly gathering of people interested in seeing 
more arts and culture in Yonkers.  We meet socially the second 
Tuesday of every month. Check in here for where and what time.  
No agenda. No RSVPs. No lectures.

ARTYONKERS@GMAIL.COM
www.facebook.com/ArtsRoundTableYonkers

Yonkers 
Artist 

Showcase
group of Yonkers artists living and 
working in the city will show 
selections of their work in the eighth 

annual Yonkers Artist Showcase in the 
Riverfront Gallery from Saturday, April 9th 
through Friday, May 27th. There will be an 
opening reception on Saturday, April 9th from 
3 to 5 pm.

The exhibition has been organized by Luis 
Perelman and Haifa Bint-Kadi under the 
auspices of Yonkers Arts.

The Eight Yonkers Artist Showcase spotlights 
the presence of a number of remarkable artists 
in Yonkers showing a variety and creativity 
comparable to what is found in New York City. 
The jurors have selected the works of over forty 
artists who will show painting, sculpture, work 
on paper, photography and other media.

Exhibition: April 9th - May 27th.
Yonkers Riverfront Gallery
1 Larkin Plaza, 4th Floor,  Yonkers, NY

Bowtie by Connie Freid

Summer Afternoon by Julia Eisen Lester

Two Thieves by Hennelly Noel Tangle by Susan Hoeltzel  

A

History and Art
ocated in Downtown Yonkers, Philipse Manor Hall is one of the oldest historic sites in the United 
States. The manor house was built in the 1600’s by Frederick Philipse I, a Dutchman who 
amassed a fortune and eventually became lord of a 52,500-acre estate. The house passed to 

several owners, undergoing additions and changes, and in 1872 was used as the �rst city hall for the City 
of Yonkers. Since 1911, Philipse Manor Hall has been open as a museum of art and history and is home 
to the Cochran Collection of American portraiture.   Represented among the 68 paintings are nearly all 
of the Presidents of the United States, from Washington to Calvin Coolidge, as well as war heroes, histori-
cal �gures, and members of the Philipse family.

L
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Join Groundwork Hudson Valley in the 7th Annual Great Sawmill River 
Cleanup taking place on April 16th, from 10am to 1pm at 8 sites along the 
river, from Chappaqua to the river's mouth in Yonkers. Every year, hundreds 
of volunteers come together to haul tons of trash and construction debris (3 
tons last year) - out of the river, leaving the water cleaner and freer-�owing 
for the critters and humans to enjoy.
 
To register go to http://groundworkhv.eventbrite.com
Or through our website www.groundworkhv.org

Upstate New York family, the Fondaks, are 
coming to Yonkers! And they’re bringing 
their German brewing traditions with 
them. Scheduled to open on Alexander 
Street by the end of 2016, Chicken Island 
Brewing will feature an 11,000 sq. ft. 
brewery and tap room. Together with the 
popular Yonkers Brewing Co., Chicken 
Island Brewing will help cement Yonkers’ 
place as a craft brewing destination.

Avalon Bay – We’re excited to announce 
that across the street from the new 
brewery, premier builders Avalon will 
construct a new housing complex along 
the shores of the Hudson River, 
transforming former industrial lands into 
prime waterfront homes. It’s a big deal for 

Yonkers and we’re proud to welcome 
Avalon Bay to our City.

Improving Tra�c Flow – As downtown 
continues to grow, we’re turning our 
attention to how you get there. One of the 
longstanding obstacles to both bus and 
private vehicle movement in Yonkers is 
Ashburton Avenue. This year, thanks to 
$12 million in City, State and Federal 
funds, we’ll begin improvements to 
Ashburton Avenue, installing 
computerized tra�c light timing systems 
and new building turning lanes.

To learn more about these projects and 
more, read our entire State of the City 
Address at yonkersny.gov/sotc.

he waterfront 
district is 
thriving, our 

City is growing and 
together we’re 
rede�ning Yonkers as 
the City in which to 
move, start a family 
and open a business. 
In our March State of 
the City Address to 

Yonkers residents, I announced that economic 
activity in the City hit the billion dollar mark in 
2015 and we are quickly working toward $2 
billion. In addition to the hundreds of 
market-rate rental units already under 
construction in the downtown, several new 
exciting projects are on tap for 2016 and 
beyond, including: Chicken Island Brewing – 

Message from Mayor Mike Spano
T

Great Saw Mill River Cleanup
am extremely 
pleased to 
represent the 
residents of the 

First District and 
expect that this year 
will be better than the 
last and hope to be 
better, year after year. 

The �rst step was the City Council voting to 
approve the Richard Haas Mural Historic 
District on February 23, 2016.  The murals 
are a gateway to the “Yonkers Downtown” 
and display the history of how Yonkers 
became the great city that we know it to 
be.  Haas, is a well-known artist and a Yonkers 
resident.  I proudly supported land marking 
the murals which went to a 5-2 vote.

I also introduced a “Raise the Age” 
resolution to the Rules Committee urging 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, The New 
York State Assembly and The New York 
State Senate to enact the recommendations 
made by the Commission on Youth, Public 
Safety & Justice which include increasing 

The world famous Science Barge is a prototype 
sustainable urban farm operated by Groundwork 

Hudson Valley.  It is the only fully functioning 
demonstration of renewable energy supporting 

sustainable food production in NY.  
www.groundworkhv.org.

The Science Barge 
2016 Grand Opening

Saturday April 9th.  Festivities start at noon.
99 Dock Street, Yonkers, NY

Last  year, the Yonkers Downtown BID, the Clearwater, and dozens of volunteers helped transform a dirty, vacant 
lot on Palisades Ave into a beautiful new landscape.  Our team worked to clean up bags of garbage; plant �owers, 
trees, and bushes; and cover the area with recycled mulch.  This spring we will see the lot in full bloom.  In 2016 

we are coming together again to beautify an even bigger lot on Riverdale Ave in Downtown Yonkers.  We are so excited to make a 
di�erence in our community by taking a vacant lot and turning it into something beautiful.

Earth Day

“Economic Development Hits $1 Billion (and Counting)”

Photo Credit: Donna Davis



am extremely 
pleased to 
represent the 
residents of the 

First District and 
expect that this year 
will be better than the 
last and hope to be 
better, year after year. 

The �rst step was the City Council voting to 
approve the Richard Haas Mural Historic 
District on February 23, 2016.  The murals 
are a gateway to the “Yonkers Downtown” 
and display the history of how Yonkers 
became the great city that we know it to 
be.  Haas, is a well-known artist and a Yonkers 
resident.  I proudly supported land marking 
the murals which went to a 5-2 vote.

I also introduced a “Raise the Age” 
resolution to the Rules Committee urging 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, The New 
York State Assembly and The New York 
State Senate to enact the recommendations 
made by the Commission on Youth, Public 
Safety & Justice which include increasing 

the overall age of juvenile jurisdiction to 
18.  The recommendation also includes 
raising the lower age of juvenile 
delinquency from 7 to 12 (except for 
murder o�enses, which would be raised to 
10), ensuring no youth that is 16 or 17 
years old is placed in an adult facility, 
moving the majority of cases for 16- and 
17-year-olds to Family Court and creating 
a new Youth Part in the adult system for 
those charged with more violent crimes, 
expanding services, including alternatives 
to detention and incarceration, to keep 
youth in their communities, and 
increasing the age for Youthful O�ender 
status to 21 and broadening the list of 
eligible crimes.  New York is one of the two 
states in the country that automatically 
processes, prosecutes and incarcerates 
sixteen and seventeen year old minors as 
adults.  I am hoping that this legislation 
will mirror the successes of many other 
states that have e�ectively addressed the 
needs of “at-risk” youth by providing 
alternatives to incarceration to minors.  By 
initiating more community-based 

programs and greater support to children and 
families in the criminal justice system we may 
a decrease in reentry and a positive impact on 
the lives of the youth in our communities.

Lastly, March is Reading Awareness Month, 
Irish-American Heritage Month and Women’s 
History Month.  I am looking forward to 
attending all of the wonderful events in the 
district and around the city and hope to see 
many of our local residents in attendance also.  
I would love to hear from you, my constituents 
and you may you may also sign-up to receive 
communications from my o�ce, schedule a 
meeting and/or express community concerns.  
Feel free to contact my o�ce anytime.

Thank you,
Hon. Christopher A. Johnson

Councilmember, District One
Phone: 914.377.6311    Fax: 914-377-6309 
Email: christopher.johnson@yonkersny.gov
Twitter https://twitter.com/honChrisJohnson, 
Yonkers City website www.cityofyonkers.com 
Yonkers City Council O�ce: 40 S. Broadway, 
Suite #414, Yonkers, New York 10701
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The Blue Door Art Center is a not-for-pro�t organization dedicated to bringing the arts to local 
communities throughout Westchester that are currently underserved by art programs and 
exhibition venues.  We do this through exhibitions in our gallery, educational programs and 
workshops, public art projects, poetry readings and performances, and special events.

Blue Door Art Center exhibits monthly Art Shows as well as Open Mic on the Last Friday of Every 
Month, Cinema Night on the Last Saturday of Every Month, and Adult and Youth Workshops.

For more information Contact us at 914.375.5100
Info@Bluedoorartcenter.org
Or Visit Us During Gallery Hours

13 Riverdale Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10701
www.Bluedoorartcenter.com

BID IDEAS in small packages
Exhibition March 11th - April 23rd

Your Invited to the Opening Reception
“BID IDEAS in small packages”

Blue Door Art Gallery
March 11th.  6:00pm - 8:00pm

45 Artists with over 140 works will dazzle the viewer 
with their ingenuity, originality and pure delight in the 

range of ideas o�ered.

Come celebrate creativity with us and watch for special 
events that will enhance your artistic experience.  

Come celebrate the launch of 
The Y-O, drink some free wine 
and check out an exhibition in 
downtown Yonkers’ oldest art 

gallery at the Blue Door Art 
Center.  What’s The Y-O?  It’s not 

an expression used to grab 
someone’s attention, but a 

weekly newsletter from 
lohud.com. It's curated by Ernie 

Garcia, who collects Yonkers 
stories you might have missed.  
By subscribing to The Y-O, you 

don’t have to go digging 
through lohud.com to �nd the 
Yonkers news.  Our debut party 
is from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. April 7th 
at the Blue Door Art Center, 13 

Riverdale Ave.

The Yonkers Public Library Board of Trustees Invites you to

A STARRY NIGHT
FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT THE YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY

Celebrate the Grand Opening of TECH CENTRAL
The new, state-of-the-art technology space

SPECIAL GUESTS
Ron Garan, International Space Station Astronaut and Yonkers Native
Mike Spano, Mayor of the City of Yonkers

Wednesday, May 4, 2016
6:30-9:00pm at the Riverfront Library.  One Larkin Center.  Yonkers, NY
Tickets and more information available at www.ypl.org/starrynight



Pop-up art galleries lining Main St. from City Hall 
to the Yonkers waterfront including a 33,000 sq. ft. 
installation at 86 Main St. 

Live mural painting, interactive art events for the 
public, children’s art events in Van der Donck Park, and 
street performers.

13th annual YoHo Open Studios: FREE event 
o�ers a rare opportunity to tour the creative studios of over 
60 professional artists, artisans, musicians, creative new 
media specialists, and other creative manufacturers within 
the Carpet Mills Arts District.

Tours by the Conservancy.
3rd annual fashion show featuring Project 

Runway’s Irina Shabaveya.

Juan Bernal: Pure and Simple opens at the 
Museum on Saturday May 14 in celebration of Yonkers Arts 
Weekend, presenting a dozen paintings from several series 
by this artist who originally hails from Colombia.

CALL FOR ENTRIES! 

Now in our fourth year, the 2016 YoFiFest, 
The Yonkers Film Festival, returns October 
20th through the 23rd to celebrate moving 
pictures, the people who make them and the 
people who watch them.

Visit YoFIFest.com for more details and to 
submit to FilmFreeway or Withoutabox. We 
look forward to seeing your movies!

YoFiFest is all about audiences and 
�lmmakers connecting. We love passionate 
�lmmakers with a fresh point of view, 

traditional story tellers who dig deep 
to �nd the truth and courageous, new 
visionaries coming to �lmmaking for 
the �rst time. 

“We’re looking for compelling stories 
that are well told,” said Patty 
Schumann, YoFiFest’s Director and 
Programmer. “We’re not overly hung 
up on when the movies were made or 
if they are premieres. We just want to 
share great �lms with an enthusiastic 
and supportive audience.” “It's a great 
chance for �lmmakers to screen their 
�lms in a warm, friendly and fun 
atmosphere,” added the festival’s 
Executive Director, Dave Steck. “We’ve 
worked hard to make it the kind of 
festival where we’d want to hang out 
and screen our own �lms.”

The festival o�ers a full schedule of 
screenings, workshops and parties that 
celebrate the independent, artistic 
spirit from around the world and right 
in our own back yard. We present all 
types of work, including feature �lms, 
short �lms, documentaries, animation, 
music videos and student work. Our 
always popular "mini �lm school" will 

On Saturday February 6th the US+U gallery opened it's Winter 
Exhibition. The show features 40 artists, 10 of which are from 
Yonkers, and displays work over a diverse range of mediums. 
The gallery is located at 66 Main St Space #B, within steps of the 
waterfront and Metro North Station. The exhibition is on view 
thru Sat March 26th, 2016.  

Please visit www.urbanstudiounbound.org/ for gallery hours. 

Urban Studio Unbound 
Winter Exhibition

be back, with lectures, workshops and 
panel discussions hosted by top �lm 
and television industry professionals. 
Each day has receptions and parties 
where attendees will get the chance to 
meet and talk about movies. In short, 
the festival o�ers something for 
everyone. 

Located on the Hudson River and 
adjacent to New York City, the festival 
draws its �lm friendly audiences from 
NYC, Westchester county, the Hudson 
Valley and the entire NY/NJ/CT tri-state 
region. It's a chance for �lmmakers to 
screen work to an enthusiastic 
audience and top NYC �lm 
professionals in a warm, fun, friendly 
and supportive atmosphere. 

YoFi Fest is easy to get to, fun to hang 
out at and not to be missed!
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Free Wi-Fi in 
Downtown 

Yonkers
Step 1:  Go to the park or waterfront
Step 2:  Log onto GenY-Fi
Step 3:  Accept terms and enjoy!

SAVE THE DATE
YONKERS ARTS WEEKEND 2016

Saturday, May 14th & Sunday May 15th

Yonkers Arts Weekend is a celebration of the thriving and 
diverse arts community in the City of Yonkers. Hundreds 
of local, regional and international artists, artisans, 
painters, fashion designers, photographers, sculptors, 
craftsmen, musicians, �lmmakers, new media specialists, 
and other artists will converge on Yonkers to showcase 
their work at Yonkers Arts Weekend.

4 venues, hundreds of artists, one spectacular weekend 
of art in Yonkers.  YAW 2016 will feature hundreds of 
artists in four of the City’s most exciting cultural hotspots: 
the Downtown Yonkers Waterfront District, the Carpet 
Mills Arts District (“CMAD”), Untermyer Gardens and the 
Hudson River Museum 
#YAW  www.facebook.com/YonkersArtsWeekly

NEW: Color Vibe 5k in the Downtown
Downtown Waterfront District 
 

 YoHo Open Studios at CMAD

 Untermyer Gardens

Hudson River Museum

"I’m proud to announce that the third annual 
Yonkers Arts Weekend will take place Saturday, May 
14th and Sunday, May 15th at locations across the 
City. The event will feature hundreds of artists in four 
of the City’s most exciting cultural hotspots: the 
Downtown Waterfront, the Carpet Mills Arts District, 
Untermyer Gardens and the Hudson River Museum." 
- Mayor Mike Spano.



CALL FOR ENTRIES! 

Now in our fourth year, the 2016 YoFiFest, 
The Yonkers Film Festival, returns October 
20th through the 23rd to celebrate moving 
pictures, the people who make them and the 
people who watch them.

Visit YoFIFest.com for more details and to 
submit to FilmFreeway or Withoutabox. We 
look forward to seeing your movies!

YoFiFest is all about audiences and 
�lmmakers connecting. We love passionate 
�lmmakers with a fresh point of view, 

traditional story tellers who dig deep 
to �nd the truth and courageous, new 
visionaries coming to �lmmaking for 
the �rst time. 

“We’re looking for compelling stories 
that are well told,” said Patty 
Schumann, YoFiFest’s Director and 
Programmer. “We’re not overly hung 
up on when the movies were made or 
if they are premieres. We just want to 
share great �lms with an enthusiastic 
and supportive audience.” “It's a great 
chance for �lmmakers to screen their 
�lms in a warm, friendly and fun 
atmosphere,” added the festival’s 
Executive Director, Dave Steck. “We’ve 
worked hard to make it the kind of 
festival where we’d want to hang out 
and screen our own �lms.”

The festival o�ers a full schedule of 
screenings, workshops and parties that 
celebrate the independent, artistic 
spirit from around the world and right 
in our own back yard. We present all 
types of work, including feature �lms, 
short �lms, documentaries, animation, 
music videos and student work. Our 
always popular "mini �lm school" will 

On Saturday February 6th the US+U gallery opened it's Winter 
Exhibition. The show features 40 artists, 10 of which are from 
Yonkers, and displays work over a diverse range of mediums. 
The gallery is located at 66 Main St Space #B, within steps of the 
waterfront and Metro North Station. The exhibition is on view 
thru Sat March 26th, 2016.  

Please visit www.urbanstudiounbound.org/ for gallery hours. 

Urban Studio Unbound 
Winter Exhibition

be back, with lectures, workshops and 
panel discussions hosted by top �lm 
and television industry professionals. 
Each day has receptions and parties 
where attendees will get the chance to 
meet and talk about movies. In short, 
the festival o�ers something for 
everyone. 

Located on the Hudson River and 
adjacent to New York City, the festival 
draws its �lm friendly audiences from 
NYC, Westchester county, the Hudson 
Valley and the entire NY/NJ/CT tri-state 
region. It's a chance for �lmmakers to 
screen work to an enthusiastic 
audience and top NYC �lm 
professionals in a warm, fun, friendly 
and supportive atmosphere. 

YoFi Fest is easy to get to, fun to hang 
out at and not to be missed!
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Free Wi-Fi in 
Downtown 

Yonkers
Step 1:  Go to the park or waterfront
Step 2:  Log onto GenY-Fi
Step 3:  Accept terms and enjoy!

SAVE THE DATE YONKERS ARTS WEEKEND 2016
Saturday, May 14th and Sunday, May 15th

4 venues, hundreds of artists, one spectacular weekend of art in Yonkers. 
Stay tuned for more event information including a call for entry for all 
interested artists, creative people and volunteers.  
#YAW  www.facebook.com/YonkersArtsWeekly

"I’m proud to announce that the third annual Yonkers Arts Weekend will take 
place Saturday, May 14th and Sunday, May 15th at locations across the City. 
The event will feature hundreds of artists in four of the City’s most exciting 
cultural hotspots: the Downtown Waterfront, the Carpet Mills Arts District, 
Untermyer Gardens and the Hudson River Museum." - Mayor Mike Spano.

The 2016 Yonkers Arts Weekend will build on the tremondous accomplishments of last year 
(photos below).  This year there are more special events, artists, galleries,  and activities than 
ever before.  
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am extremely 
pleased to 
represent the 
residents of the 

First District and 
expect that this year 
will be better than the 
last and hope to be 
better, year after year. 

The �rst step was the City Council voting to 
approve the Richard Haas Mural Historic 
District on February 23, 2016.  The murals 
are a gateway to the “Yonkers Downtown” 
and display the history of how Yonkers 
became the great city that we know it to 
be.  Haas, is a well-known artist and a Yonkers 
resident.  I proudly supported land marking 
the murals which went to a 5-2 vote.

I also introduced a “Raise the Age” 
resolution to the Rules Committee urging 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, The New 
York State Assembly and The New York 
State Senate to enact the recommendations 
made by the Commission on Youth, Public 
Safety & Justice which include increasing 

Summer Preview

June 3 - Shirley Crabbe
"An exceptionally gifted artist who must surely appeal to all 
who love good jazz singing..." Jazz Journal

June 10 - The HD Quintet 
The HD Jazz Quintet featured the very best of the rising stars at 
the acclaimed Jazz Studies program at SUNY Purchase.

June 17 - Cocomama
Playing their own kind of World Latin music, Cocomama “brings 
it” creating a sound that is all at once �erce and beautiful!

June 24 - Orange Julius and the Big Beat
As one of our youngest performers, Julius Rodriquez blew the 
crowd away two years ago.  He’s back and better than ever. 

July 1 - A Yonkers Waterfront Favorite
Just wait and see who we have lined up here, it is going to be 
great.

July 8 - Salute to Yonkers’  Veterans
The Yonkers BID and the City of Yonkers Dept. of Veterans 
Services present this special week to for our veterans.

July 15 - Hallelujah On the Hudson – Gospel Showcase
A collection of the regions top gospel performers and groups 
come together for this special showcase.

July 22 - Murali Coryell 
Contemporary soul/blues artist Murali Coryell is a guitar legend 
and a member of the NYS Blues Hall Of Fame.

July 29 - The Dan Martin Quintet
The Dan Martin Quintet does is all, a fun mix of jazz standards, 
20s music, swing, pop, R&B and more.

Aug 5 - La Vie En Rose
An elegant, upbeat & versatile experience: A tasteful blend 
of American jazz and French chanson.

Aug 12 - Ella Everlasting featuring Jazzmeia Horn
A special tribute to Yonkers’ native Ella Fitzgerald featuring 
Jazzmeia Horn,  winner of the Thelonious Monk Institute 
International Jazz Competition.

Aug 19 - Nicholas David w/ The Soul Synergy Orchestra
Dynamic and multi-talented singer/songwriter Nicholas David, 
�nalist on NBC’s The Voice, will be joined by series favorite The 
Soul Synergy Orchestra.

Aug 26 – Special Season Finale
Check www.YonkersDowntown.com for details. 

Friday Night Jazz, Blues, & More on the Waterfront
6:30pm - 8:00pm Rain or Shine

Yonkers Riverfront Amphitheater
71 Water Grant Street, Yonkers, NY

Nicholas David
NBC’s The Voice Finalist

August 19th

Jazzmeia Horn
Winner Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition.
August 12th

La Vie En Rose
August 5th

Presented by the Yonkers Downtown BID 
with support from Domino Sugar and The City of Yonkers
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Message from our Councilman
am extremely 
pleased to 
represent the 
residents of the 

First District and 
expect that this year 
will be better than the 
last and hope to be 
better, year after year. 

The �rst step was the City Council voting to 
approve the Richard Haas Mural Historic 
District on February 23, 2016.  The murals 
are a gateway to the “Yonkers Downtown” 
and display the history of how Yonkers 
became the great city that we know it to 
be.  Haas, is a well-known artist and a Yonkers 
resident.  I proudly supported land marking 
the murals which went to a 5-2 vote.

I also introduced a “Raise the Age” 
resolution to the Rules Committee urging 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, The New 
York State Assembly and The New York 
State Senate to enact the recommendations 
made by the Commission on Youth, Public 
Safety & Justice which include increasing 

the overall age of juvenile jurisdiction to 
18.  The recommendation also includes 
raising the lower age of juvenile 
delinquency from 7 to 12 (except for 
murder o�enses, which would be raised to 
10), ensuring no youth that is 16 or 17 
years old is placed in an adult facility, 
moving the majority of cases for 16- and 
17-year-olds to Family Court and creating 
a new Youth Part in the adult system for 
those charged with more violent crimes, 
expanding services, including alternatives 
to detention and incarceration, to keep 
youth in their communities, and 
increasing the age for Youthful O�ender 
status to 21 and broadening the list of 
eligible crimes.  New York is one of the two 
states in the country that automatically 
processes, prosecutes and incarcerates 
sixteen and seventeen year old minors as 
adults.  I am hoping that this legislation 
will mirror the successes of many other 
states that have e�ectively addressed the 
needs of “at-risk” youth by providing 
alternatives to incarceration to minors.  By 
initiating more community-based 

programs and greater support to children and 
families in the criminal justice system we may 
a decrease in reentry and a positive impact on 
the lives of the youth in our communities.

Lastly, March is Reading Awareness Month, 
Irish-American Heritage Month and Women’s 
History Month.  I am looking forward to 
attending all of the wonderful events in the 
district and around the city and hope to see 
many of our local residents in attendance also.  
I would love to hear from you, my constituents 
and you may you may also sign-up to receive 
communications from my o�ce, schedule a 
meeting and/or express community concerns.  
Feel free to contact my o�ce anytime.

Thank you,
Hon. Christopher A. Johnson

Councilmember, District One
Phone: 914.377.6311    Fax: 914-377-6309 
Email: christopher.johnson@yonkersny.gov
Twitter https://twitter.com/honChrisJohnson, 
Yonkers City website www.cityofyonkers.com 
Yonkers City Council O�ce: 40 S. Broadway, 
Suite #414, Yonkers, New York 10701

[Don’t] Let It Snow
Following the historic snowfalls and freezing temperatures 
of a year ago, the Yonkers Downtown BID was prepared for 
another tough season.  However, this winter was mild, with 
only a few signi�cant snowfalls and temperatures rarely 
reaching an unbearable level.  Regardless of the 
temperature, the BID Ranger team was out there every day to 
help keep our sidewalks safe and clean.   Through rain, snow, 
sleet or storms, the Yonkers Downtown BID is always working 
for our community, our businesses, and our residents. 

Downtown Lights
This past winter, the Yonkers Downtown installed over 
50,000 decorative LED lights around the tree branches on 
Main Street in Downtown Yonkers.  These energy efficient 
lights will showcase our shopping corridor year-round.  

I

Photo Credit: Donna Davis

ocated in Downtown Yonkers, Philipse Manor Hall is one of the oldest historic sites in the United 
States. The manor house was built in the 1600’s by Frederick Philipse I, a Dutchman who 
amassed a fortune and eventually became lord of a 52,500-acre estate. The house passed to 

several owners, undergoing additions and changes, and in 1872 was used as the �rst city hall for the City 
of Yonkers. Since 1911, Philipse Manor Hall has been open as a museum of art and history and is home 
to the Cochran Collection of American portraiture.   Represented among the 68 paintings are nearly all 
of the Presidents of the United States, from Washington to Calvin Coolidge, as well as war heroes, histori-
cal �gures, and members of the Philipse family.

“Economic Development Hits $1 Billion (and Counting)”
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Youth Theatre Interactions, Inc. (YTI) has just entered its 43rd 
year serving the youth of the City of Yonkers.  Incorporated as a 
non-pro�t in 1973 as a response to the need for a safe 
afterschool environment, YTI has continued to grow to meet 
the needs of the youth of Yonkers and lower Westchester.  
Currently, YTI o�ers performing arts classes in step dance, 
ballet, West African dance, tap dance, theatre jazz, Latin dance, 
Hip Hop dance, drama, vocal, keyboard, and steel pan band.

“The great thing about YTI is how much our instructors care 
about us.  It’s so awesome that we have teachers that have 
danced on Broadway or with a national ballet or have degrees 
in music or have started their own performance companies.  
That means they really know exactly what they’re doing and 
we’re getting great training here”, states YTI student Sydnie 
Heslop (age 16).  “This is where all my friends are”, continues 
Sydnie.  “It’s where I come to just be myself”.

The students at YTI are looking forward to their annual recital 
taking place on Sunday, June 12.  “The students work all year for 
this”, says Executive/Artistic Director, Donise Lyons.  “It’s an 
action �lled show with dancing, singing, and music. Every year 
we have a packed house because the students give it their all, 
and it shows”.

YTI will also host a Spring Break Camp from March 21–25 and is 
gearing up for their summer semester which runs from July 5 – 
August 13.

For more information on Youth Theatre Interactions, Inc, visit 
www.ytiYonkers.org or stop by their studio located at 92 Main 
Street in downtown Yonkers.

inding Form presents the work of Clayton Calvert, 
Parker Calvert, and Ricardo Arango.  Each artist 
explores composition, color and subject matter in 

a different way. Clayton Calvert's paintings are indicative 
of the environments in which they are created. He often 
abstracts his subjects in an effort to capture the essential 
elements. Parker Calvert's photographs document 
various aspects of New York City and combines an explo-
ration into sources of light and how these lights interact 
with the City. He finds varying ways these can be captured 
as he creates his fantastic images. Ricardo Arango's 
elegant sculptures invite the audience to approach them 
and have a closer look. There the viewer discovers an intri-
cate world of beautiful forms placed throughout these 
unique works. 

Show Dates: February 15 - April 2, 2016
Gallery Hours: Mon thru Thurs: 9AM - 8PM.  Friday: 10AM - 
5PM.  Saturday: 9AM - 5 PM.  Sunday:12AM - 5PM.

Riverfront Gallery
Yonkers Public Library, 4th Floor
1 Larkin Plaza, Yonkers, NY 10701

CLAYTON CALVERT          PARKER CALVERT         RICARDO ARANGO

FINDING FORM
Curated by Haifa Bint-Kadi

Yonkers Public Library Riverfront Gallery
February 15th - April 2nd, 2016

Riverfront Gallery YOUTH THEATRE 
INTERACTIONS Yonkers 

Artist 
Showcase

F

History and Art



March 5, their monthly bottle share 
and beer pairing (smoked meats) on 
the 8th and 30th respectively, 
Blackout Brunch on the 26th and Live 
Music Thursday featuring Terrapin on 
the 31st. The Detox and Retox Yoga 
class this month with me on the 20th 
and Paint a Growler lands on the 29th. 
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onkers Brewing Co. has ushered 
in 2016 with a great deal of 
excitement. After celebrating 

their One Year Anniversary in the middle 
of January, the downtown brewery has 
launched new packaging, released its 
Yonkers IPA in bottles for the very �rst 
time and brewed collaboration beers 
with Sixpoint Brewery, Davidson Brothers 
Brewing Co. and Evil Genius Beer Co. The 
brewery was also featured in numerous 
news outlets over the past couple of 
months, including the New York Times, 
Westchester Magazine and Eater. 

YBC participated in New York City Beer 
Week Feb. 19-28, taking part in the 
opening festival, tap takeovers and 
tasting events in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn. Many of these events featured 
the Sixpoint collaboration, “Back in the 
B.E.E.R.,” an 11% Russian Imperial Stout. 

Yonkers Brewing Co. has a lot of great 
events going on in March, including 
their annual St. Patty’s Day Party held on 

The Yonkers Brewing Co Lifestyle
Y

xx

Terrapin performing March 31st at the 
Yonkers Brewing Co.   Terrapin is the regions 

#1 Grateful Dead experience. 
www.Yonkersbrewing.com
92 Main Street, Yonkers NY.

YWCA Yonkers is #OnAMission

WCA Yonkers held its annual Spirit 
of a Woman Awards Dinner on 
Thursday, March 10 at the 

Fairways at Dunwoodie.  This celebrated 
event, held during Women’s History Month, 
honors accomplished females for their 
important contributions to our local 
community.  This year’s event theme was 
#OnAMission, to showcase YWCA’s new, 
nationwide branding message, as well as the 
depth, breadth and reach of YWCA Yonkers’ 
wide-ranging and important work.  

The 2016 Spirit of a Woman Honorees 
included:  Symra Brandon (Champion Award); 
Yolanda F. Johnson (Inspiration Award); Rona 
Shapiro (Pacesetter Award); Susan Thaler 
(Humanitarian Award); and Melissa 
Velez-Goldberg (Empowerment Award).

To start o� the evening, Inspiration Honoree 
Yolanda F. Johnson, accompanied by guitarist 
Chris Funke, sang a beautiful medley of music 
inspired by female composers and performers.  

Following the performance, a number of 
elected o�cials addressed the audience and 
congratulated the honorees, including NY 
State Senate Democratic Conference Leader 
Andrea Stewart Cousins, Assemblymember 
Shelley Mayer, Mayor Mike Spano, City 
Council Minority Leader Michael Sabatino, 
and Councilmember Christopher Johnson.  
Legislator Kenneth Jenkins and Cynthia 
Miller, representative of Congressman Eliot 
Engel, were also in attendance.  

Throughout the evening, guests were 
invited to share their own personal 
missions, in keeping with the new YWCA 
branding message, #OnAMission.  Senator 
Stewart Cousins is #OnAMission to make 
life better for everyone; Mr. Wilson Terrero is 
#OnAMission to build community; Ms. 
Constance Walker-Fowler is #OnAMission 
to see the Enslaved Africans’ Rain Garden 
Project come to fruition; Mr. Mark Hynes is 
#OnAMission to help people in need and 
Mr. Tony Silvestre is #OnAMission to build a 
better community.  
 
YWCA Yonkers extends gratitude to its many 
event sponsors and ra�e donors, including 
Pitta & Gibblin, LLP, The Westchester Bank 
and the Yonkers Commission on Human 
Rights.  Event partners Lymac Engraving 
provided elegant awards and Fly Me to the 
Moon created beautiful �ower 
arrangements for the evening.  

Y



About the Yonkers Downtown BID
The Downtown/Waterfront Business 
Improvement District, Inc. of Yonkers, NY 
is a 501(c)(3) non-pro�t organization 
created in 2002. The BID was formed to 
build working partnerships, encourage 
investment, and support initiatives for a 
healthier commercial district in the 
Yonkers Downtown.

We work to promote and implement 
economic revitalization initiatives and 
increase the quality of life for all those in 
Downtown Yonkers. We promote and 
preserve the cultural, historic, tourist, and 
civic interests while mobilizing public and 
private resources for these purposes.

The Yonkers Downtown BID works 
hard everyday to make our 

community more beautiful, safer, 
vibrant, and economically strong.  

The Natural Art of Downtown Yonkers
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Contact Information

Yonkers Downtown 
Waterfront BID
15 Main Street

Yonkers, NY 10701

Phone: 914-969-6660
Fax:  914- 969-0331

info@yonkersdowntown.com

Executive Director
Daniel Lipka

www.YonkersDowntown.com

Photo Credit: Donna DavisAll pictures, Credit: Donna Davis




